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TO THE MOST 
ILLUSTRIOUS PRINCE, 


| FAMESWS 
DUKE f YORK, &c. 
M | Captain of the Artillery Company, 


Grace and Peace. 


May it pleale Your Highnels, 

aeH, Aving aſſented to the Deſires of the 

Honourable Society of the Artillery 
= | of this City , to preach before them 
T2 9. oz their ſolemn Feſtivall C which 
Tour Higneſſe was pleas'd to grace 
with Your preſence ) I was then caſt upon a grea- 
ter difficulty by their candid Acceptance of my 
Labours, and forc d to publiſh them to the World. 
| A 4 And 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
And now your Highneſs may juſtly wonder what 
ſhould embolden me to fill your bands with this 
empty Preſent, and Your Grace may check my for- 
wardneſs with the like words, as Caſar uſed to a 
poor 17an , Non putarem me ita efle famiſitarem. 
My beſt plea is this, that I bad newer preſum'd to 
affix your great Name to this worthleſs Picce, but 
that I knew your Clemency to be ſuch,as to receive 
with favour what with great obſervance and duty 
7s tendered to your Grace. And what ever the 
Gift or the Giver be, all lies in your Gracious 
Acceptance. | 
And I humbly conceive, that when your wiſdom 
ſhall underſtand , that it is not ſo much the ſingle 
Addreſſe of your unworthy Orator , as the joynt 
devotion of the many humble and reall ſervices of 
the whole Fraternity, (whoſe honour they account 
it to be to wear a Sword under the Condu& and 
command of your Excellency) when you know that 
it is not ſo much my aime and end to expreſſe 
my own joy, as their triumph and congratulation 


for the miraculous Reſtauration of your Royall 


Family to its ancient glory and greatneſſe, T ſhall 
then I hope claim a fairer title to your Pardon for 


this bigh and bold attempt. 
And 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory 


And hawing obtained this T ſhall not reſt here, 
but flie higher, ewen to the Throne of Grace, that 
the good God, that dwelt in the flaming Buſh, and 
the bollow and deſpicable Oake , the beams of 
whoſe favour have continually ſhin'd upon vou in 
the darke and gloomie night of ſorrow, may now 
cauſe the glory of his goodneſs to breake forth Þ- 
on you in its full Iuſtre and brightneſs. What 
hawe I more to wiſh or deſire then this ? The 
Lord remember the bitter ſufferings of your ;(5- 
rions Father of ever bleſſed memory, in t2 {niure 
renown and ſplendor of his Poſterity. May the 
Crowne flouriſh upon the Head of our dread $9- 
weraigne, whoſe right it is, and may Tour High- 
neſs be the Supporter of it, and the Pillar like- 
wiſe of Gods Church. Which is the moft earneſt 


prayer of 


Your Highneſs's moſt devoted, 
and humble Orator, 
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-  Kncleb. 94 14, 15- 

There was a little City,and few men within it; 
axd there came a great King againſt it and 
beſreged it , and built great Bulwarks a- 
gainſt it :- 

Now there was found in it a poor wiſe man, 


and he by his .wiſdome delivered the 
City; yet no man remembred that ſame 
poor man. 


SÞ Ow I behold ſucha glorious appea- 
WY rance of the chiet Worthies of our 
City , I may well pronounce the 
Bleſſing of our Saviour toall that 
hear me this day : Bleſſed are your 
cies, for they ſee 5 what ſee they ? 
ſo many Centurions, devout men, fearing God 3 
a Band of Soldiers met together, not inthe Camp, 
but in the Houſe of God, not in a Military habit, 
not in a Martial array, but in a praying poſture, 
not with Swords furbiſhed and made bright for 
the batte], but hid and ſheath'd in their 

B an 


Matth.13.16. 


(2) 

and laid on Gods Altar, like the Sword of Go- 
1 Sam. 21.9. liahwrapt up in a cloath, and plac'd behind the 
Ephod , «5 xzwgier, as a free-will offering, an ho- 
ly Preſent, and Gift of thankfulneſs preſented 
before the Lord in his Sanctuary , as a choice 
Memorial of that miraculous peace which we 
now enjoy. The noiſe of war 1s heard no more 
in our ſtreets, we all ſleep ſecure in our beds, 
andare not terrified with the loud report of the 
Cannon. Now the Trumpet ſounds, but not to 
the battel, it 1s the pleaſant Trumpet of Aro, 
the comfortable voice of the Goſpel which beats 
in our ears this day. Itisa military Aflembly, 
but of ſuch, I hope, as have no war in their 
hearts, no venom 1n their tongues, ao miſchief in 
their hands, It is a military Sermon , but yet 
the Goſpel of Peace, and publiſhed by a man of 
peace, who witheth all peace and proſperity to 

you, and to all that are peaceable in the land. 
And here I preſent this Text to you as a Com- 
ment and Repreſentative of the peaceable times 
we live in. It is a Maſk of war, of ſomething 
perſonated, not acted, pompa be//;, a ſhew and 
reſemblance ofa Siege, no true Combate or fight; 
In a word, it is a Parable, not a Hiſtory, in the 
Comparatio which we finde an Amaaggvny, a Compariſon of 
diſſimilium, things unlike ane to another ,- where there are 
many circumſtances ow both ſides diſagreeing. 
Behold here a mighty danger, a mighty delive- 
rance; great preparations, little "17 $8 little 


- 


it, weakly man'd and defended , beſieged by a 
| great 


City, a great King; alittle City with few men in 


C3) 
great King with a great Army , and ſtrongly aſ- 
 ſaulted; He built great bulwarks againſt it. We 
have ſeen the diſparity in the danger, and no 
leſs contrariety we meet within the deliverance. 
A-King, anordinary man) a great King, a poor 
man3 a great King with great Engines and Inſ{tru- 
ments of war , a poor man clad onely with the 
Armour of Wildom ; and yet this great King with 
his great preparations defeated, and a poor na- 
ked man with his wiſdom a Conqueror, All 
theſe circumitances full of wonder and admira- 
tion, and the greateſt wonder is the untoward 
diſpoſition of the Citizens, No mar remembred 
that ſame poorman. The unthankfulneſs of the 
people we may well reckon as a ſtrange wonder, 
that they ſhould forget to honour this wiſe man 
according to his deſerts, and high ſervices he had 
done for them, 

We find the Text naturally dividing it ſelf in- 
to three parts 

1. A Siege laid. 
2. A Deliverance from it. 
3. The Conſequent of this Deliverance; 

In the Siege it ſelt we meet with three things : 
Firſt, the Place beſieged. Secondly , the Per- 
ſon befieging. Thirdly, the manner of beſieg- 
ing it. 

, the place obſerve two things : Firſt, what 
place it was, a City. Secondly, the quality, a lit- 
tle City; and that in two reſpects: Firſt, little in 
it ſelf, Secondly little in regard of the Inhabi- 


tants, few men in it, 
B 2 The 


(4) 

The ſecond thing conſiderable 1n the Stege, is 
the Perſon beſieging, who is deſcribed r. from 
the eminency of his condition, A King. 2. from 
his power, A great King. 

Thirdly, look at the maner of the Siege, 1. he 
beſieged it and beſet it round. 2. he built great 
Bulwarks againſt it. 

In the ſecond part of the Text , which is the 
Deliverance from this Siege, obſerve two things, 
1. The Perſondelivering, 2. The manner of this 
Deliverance. The perſon delivering is deſcribed 
1. from his condition, a poor man ; 2. from his 
quality, a wiſe man. 2. T he manner of this de- 
liverance, by bis wiſdom. | 

In the third part we have the conſequent of 
this Deliverance, the unthankfulneſs of theſe 
Citizens : in the which two things offer them- 
ſelves to our conſideration. 1. The Crime it ſelf 
which they were guilty of, they did not remem- 
ber , there was no return of thankfulneſs made 
according to his deſerts, 2. The generality of 
this crime, 20 man remembred; he was deſpiſed 
of all, not one man regarded this ſame poor man. 


All this while we have only beſet the Text, 
and walkt about to view the walls of the City ; 
now 1t 1s time to ſcaie the walls, and enter the 
City it ſ{elf, and take anexact ſurvey of the whole 
Text. 

We will begin with the place environ'd and 

yy beſieg'd , the City, not an open Town. Gzzr, 


Avenar.a City which 1s fortified with ſtrong Wals and 
Towres. 


45 
Towres. Cities differ from Towns 1n that they 
are incloſed and fenced with Wals , whereas 
Townslic open and naked, and expoled to dan- 
ger. This makes the Inhabitants careleſs and ſe- 
cure, relying more upou the ſtrength of their 
Wals than upon Gods protection, whereas the 
ſecurity we haveisonly from God, he makes us to 
dwellin ſafety. He onely is free from danger that 
getsſhelter under the wing of Gods providence. 
A man is ſafer in the open field with God, thanin 
a ſtrong Caſtle without God. Hethat lives 1n a 
Deſart with God is further from the reach of 
danger, than he that lives in the mid{t of a 
walled City without the protection of God. 
The good will, favour, and love of God is the 
greateſt ſafety and ſecurity , 4 7ix@ arne]endricey, 


Chryſoſt. in 
Gen. 21. 20. 


as a Wall impregnable and invincible. A fenced Hom. 46. 


City 1s no ſhelter without God , without him 
there is no preſervation 5 he canlet inan Enemy 
when he pleaſeth. In the height of Solomon's 
ſecurity, the Text fſajes, that God ſtirred up an 
Adverſary unto him : the ſtrongeſt Caſtle can- 
not hold out againſt the wrath of God, when he 
ispleas'd to raiſe up an Enemy againſt it 3 God 
knows whom he hath ordained to be our Enemies. 
As in theſe late inteſtine broils he raiſed an Ene- 
my very near us , out of ouryn bowels, and 
ſuffered us, for our fins, to ſheath our Swords in 
one anothers breaſts; ſo may he cauſe ſuch to 
be our Enemies as are at the fartheſt diſtance 
from us, Dewt. 28. 49, We may not be ſecure, 
no, not inreſpect of the unlikelieſt dangers that 


ane, 


1 King 11,14- 
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are. This will make our dangers, when they 
come upon us, more eaſily to be born, when we 
think every hour we may be worſe. The beſt 
way to ſecure our ſelves from danger 1s, not to 
be over-confident of our preſent condition. 
This alone will endanger our Rappinefs, to build 
too much upon our own ſafety and (ſecurity. 

Oh then ye Citizens of no mean City live holy 
lives , that God may preſerve your City from 
ruine and deſtruction , Piety ſtrengthens and 
fortifies a City more than the ſtrongeſt Artilery 
init.  Providethebeſt Arms, the choiceſt Inſtru- 
ments of War ; put them into the hands of the 
moſt ſelect and expert Soldiers, yet neither the 
{ſtrength of the one, nor the valour of the other 
will contribute any thing to the ſafety of the 
City nnleſs Religion keep a conſtant Guard and 
Watch about it. If Piety commands the hearts 
of the Inhabitants, the City abides in ſafety, 
Where the fear of God is,there is the protection 
of the Almighty : But, if wickedneſs, prophane- 
neſs, covetouſneſs, drunkenneſs, oppreſſion, Iy- 
ing, ſwearing lodge within the Gates of the City, 
Gods protection 1s ſhut out, and then Centuplex 
murus rebus ſervandis parum eſt, an hundred 
wals pil'd cloſe together, an hundred towres to 
keep thoſe wals , & million of men to man thoſe 
towres ſhall never be able to guard and defend 
the City. Where Sin reigns, there Gods prote- 
fion reſts not 5 if we cait out the fear of God 
out of our hearts, we caſt our ſelves out of the 


protection of God, If the head of Sheba be not 
thrown 


C72 


thrown over the wals, the City of Abel is utterly 2 Sam. 26.21. 


loit : If Sin be not caſt out ofthe City, there can 
be no ſafety for the Inhabitants. As long as Fo- 
2:45 abides in the Ship the tempeſt will not ceaſe; 
and as long as Sin abides in the Nation , the 
troubles of it will continue. If we forſake God, 
God will forſake- his People. If we deſire to 
keep God, let us live holily and uprightly in all 
our wates, that God may account us worthy of 
his favour and protection. The text fates, that 


when Noah was entred into the Ark, the Lord ſhut Gen. 7.15. 


him in : God did, as it were, (et a ſtrong bar up- 
on the door of the Ark, and bolted him 1n, and 
then he was ſafe enough in the midſt of the wa- 
ters, as long as God kept him in. There 15 no 
fear of Gods protection, if we do but walk wor- 
thy of it ; we ſhall be ſafe under his wing ; his 


truth and faithfulneſs ſhall be our Shield and Pfal.'9r. 4. 


buckler. 

We palle on to the quality of this City, a [it- 
tle City, 1. In it ſelf, 2,In reſpect of the paucity 
of the Inhabitants, few men in it : few happily in 
regard of the ſecurity of the Inhabitants; there 
were few that did apprehend any danger approa- 
ching to the Ciry : few there were that ſought 
to encourage and reward Vertue ; therefore be- 
ing all ofone gang , they combian'd and held to- 
gether, and concetved themſelvestobe ſo ſecure, 
as that they needed not the advice of a wite 
man to guide and direct them , for te berter 
preſervation of the City, 

Ut 


(2) 

But this I have touch'd upon, and having many 
things to draw in within this narrow compaſle 
of my time, I haſtento thethird particular con- 
ſiderable in this Siege, and that 1s the Perſon be- 
ficging, 4 great King. A king, there is the emi- 
nency of his perſon; a great King, there is the 
greatneſs of his power. But what, doesa King of 
many Cities, nay, of many Provinces look atter 
one contemptible City 2 What, does a great King 
bufie his thoughts about taking a little City ? It 
ſeems his Territories are not large enough , as 
great as he 155 as many Cities as he hath under 
his Domintons, yet he covets one little City 
more to add to his vaſt Sovereignty. 

Ambition ne- Behold here the nature of Ambition, it 
rer ſatisfied. js never ſatisfied: The ambitious minde 1s 
never content with what it has gotten, but 

it {till deſires and covets more. After menhave 

a little taſted of honour, they are bewitch d 

with it, and think they have never enough of 

ſoſweet a potion, Theambitious man, like the 

great Behemoth, he drinketh up a River, 7ob 

40. 23. He ſwallowes all within his reach , and 

the deepeſt Rivers of honour cannot aſlay his 

thirft, It was a bold on-ſet, and a very high 

demand of the two. Sons of Zebedee, Grant unto 

25, that we may ſit one on thy right hard, and the 

other on thy left hand in thy glory, Mark. 10.37. 

If Chriſt had granted theſe two' Brethren their 

Requeſt , the contention would have been as 

great between them, which of them ſhould have 

ſat at the right hand cf Chriſt, As a mighty 

Torrent 


(9) 


Torrent carries all away before it , ſo does the hearr 
of the ambitious ſwallow up all that comes in its way. 
No man 1s content with his preſent condition, but 
he becomes an earneſt ſupplicant to riſe one ſtep 
higher than he is. The deſires of man are infinite 
and know no limits; a King of many great Cities muſt 
have one little City more to pleaſe his eye. Ahab had 
a great Kingdom to turn himſelf in, but this did not 
content hin, he was ſick at heart for a little Vinyard, 1 Kings 21.2. 
Be a man never ſo high , ſtill he defires one heave | 
more: Like the Orator, after he had made anelegant 
Oration , one of no mcane quality reacht forth his 
hand to help him down out of his chair 3 no, ſaies he, 
I need notthy help to get down, Porrige manum, wt 
aſcendam, lend me thy hand, that I may riſeand get 
higher. Where's the man that fates, I have — of 
this world, God grant me the joyes of a betrer life ? 
It is not thisor that preferment that gives:a man eaſe 
and contentation of ſpirit, but the higher a man 
climbs the further he 1s from ſatisfaction. Acceſle 
of greatneſle in moſt men rather enlargeth than ſa- 
tisfieth deſire, and new honours breed new ambitions; 
ſuch 1s the vanity of honour, that it keeps the heart 
in a perpetual want of it; and it is often ſeen, that he 
that is moſt honourable is moſt reſtleſs in his own 
thoughts. 

How high ſoever ambitious ſpirits aſpire , let not 
us ſeek great things for our (elves ; let us be content Jer. 4s. 5. 
with our own light. A lictle window in a little 
Chamber has light enoughin it, and may yield a man 
as much delight, as the great Balcones of a rich man, 
which even dazle theſight. Thelight is marr'd with 
too much light. 3 and too much proſperity does dif- 
quiet and afflict the mind. Therecan beno truecon- 
C tentment 


2 Rings 4.13. 
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tentment but in moderation. The Ship rides the ſafer 
with a temperate gale of wind. . Rejoice in thy own 
condition , and thou wilt neverdeſireto riſe higher. 
A man hasenough of this world, if he have but a com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence, which may ſerve as his YViaticam, 
and neceſſary provilion tocarry him to Heaven. Con- 
tent 1s that Optick-glaſs that makes one diſh ſeem ten, 
and a penny as fairzs a ſhilling. It is not abundance 
that makesa manlead a comfortable life; a little will 

ſuffice a good Chiſtiantolive well, and leſſe to dye 
well. Whengreat proffers were made to the Shuna- 
zzite, ſhe found all delight and contentment within 
her own doors, I dwell among mine own people : Nay, 
ſhe dwelt within her ſelf, and had all happineſs within 
her own breaſt. He isan happy man that enjoys him- 
ſelf. An ambitious ſpirit lives out of himſelf, and is a 
{ſtranger to himſelf and to his own thoughts. God 
hath given to every man his portion of the good 
things of this life ; let him rejoice in it and not ſeek 


' greatthings for himſelt , for fear his heart ſhould be 


taken off from ſeeking the things of God and his 
Kingdom. Let every. Chriſtian move in his owne 
ſphere, and keep himſelf within his own circle and 
compaſlle, and not ſtrive to enlarge his own borders 
by pulling down his Neighbors boundaries. Let us 
keep our ſelves onthe ſhore, that when we ſee others 
tofled up and down in the Sea of this World, we 
may bleile God that all the while we lie under the 
Wind, and abidein ſafety within our own harbour, 
and enjoy peace and contentment in our ſeveral ha- 
bitations. 

Let me adviſe ſuch as God hath ſet in high place 
and dignity above their brethren,to becarefull to im- 


ploy their greatneſſe and power 1n the Sn 
QO- 
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of Gods glory, and the good of his Church, that they 
may give a good account of all that is committed to 
their truſt; and as for ſuchas failina low rank and 
degree, let them remember to ſerve God in that ſta- 
tion wherein God hath placed them, and never defire 
to riſe higher : ſo ſhall they livewith more freedome 


and contentment, & die with greater comfort & joy 


of conſcience; Sic mihi contingat vivere, ſicque mort. 
May I and all good Chriſtians fo live and ſo die. 
We have done with this King who coveted a little 
City. Now let us ſee what is laid up in his Armory, 
and what proviſion he hath made for the Siege. He 
comesnot unfurniſhed, he brings with him all the cruel 
Inſtruments of war, weapons fit for his purpoſe, and 
to work he goes, Rampiers and T renches he makes, 
and great Bulwarks and Forts he raiſeth to take this 
little City : And this is the third thing conſiderable in 
the Siege it ſelf. And that is the manner of befteging it. 
I. He beſieged it and beſet it round. 2. He built great 
Bulwarks againſt it. Doubtleſle no preparations were 
wanting to make the Siege terrible to the Inhabitants. 
1.He beſieged it, that the Inhabitants might be brought 
to extream want and penury, and feel the ſharp teeth 
of Famine, and periſh for want of bread. There is 
no judgement ſo terrible as Famine 3; it is the only 


Tyrant that has no mercy , 5 aus 4uaxe Tegyue, It 1s Halicarn. 


the only evil that cannot be conquered : What man* 
ſo valiant, ſo ſtrong, 3 aws 4 five Sivarro palevacy, as that 
he can be able to wage war with Famine and Cold? 
Aſad ſcarcity it is which God threatens to his people, 
And when IT have broken the ſtaffe of your bread, ter 
women ſhall bake your bread in one Oven. There ſhall be 
ſuch a want of bread, that one Oven ſhall ſuffice for 
ten Families, no more 4: ten houſholds than 
2 one 


(12) 

. Fatal. one little Oven can bake. The miſery of Fa- 
mine isgreat , and nothing ſads the heart more than 
the want of bread. It is matter of joy to us when our 
Children aſk bread and we haveit to give; but when 
the poor Infant begs for bread, and the Morher has 
it not to give, her bowels are ready to burſt with 
grief, becauſe ſhe can but only pity, not relicve. 

Nay, ſecondly, obſerve what was done to ſtreng- 
then the Siege , great bulwarks were rear'd againſt 
241% the City, great Forts were built againſt it. 2etſorim. 
Avenar. Afunitiones. Propugnacula. The word is ſometimes 
uſed for an hinge, or ſtrait place, on whicha door is 
turned, Prov. 26. 14.as if the befieged were ſo ſtraitly 
encompalled as that they had no more room thanin 
which they might well turn themſelves, as a door 
upon an hinge. Sometimes it is uſed for the pangs 
and ſorrows of a woman in travel, 7/ay 13.U9. Andall 
this is to expreſs the greater ſharpneſs of war , the 
ſtraits and exigencics men are brought into in a time 
of war. And here you will calily ſubſcribe to the 

truth of onr next concluſion. | 
War is fierce and ſharp; your own experience can 
tell you better thau I, what a keen edge the {word 
hath, and how ſore it cuts: witneſſe the many deſo- 
lations and devaitations it hath wrought in Families, 
the many full Coffers it hath drain'd, and the many 
vaſt treaſures it hath waſted. All languages ſpeak 
the cruelty of war, as it all Nations had felt the ſharp- 
neſle of the ſword at ſome tine or other. This title 
of miſery is written in Hebrew, Greek and Latine, 
=a0 John 19. 20, The Hebrews give it this nam2 Afil- 
ny chamah, from the root Lacham, which fignifieth to 
Avena. eat,becauſe it cats up and devours the Sons of men, 
2 Sam. 11. 25. The Greek word 1s #iaw@;, and this 
has 


(13) 


has three derivations. The firſt 73 5% rd; minngs pory, 


ſtrikes off the corn. God knows the Souldier has had 
a long Harveſt in this Kingdom. God grant we may 
never know any more ſuchReapers, but ſuchas you, 
who are a defence, not a ſcourge to the City , and 
your Arms according to your Motto, Fulcra patzs, 
the ſupporters of peace, not the Inftruments of blood 
and cruelty. 3. The word niaw@ is derived mee 73 
T& mores; axauery, becaule it deſtroyes Cities, and layes 


waſt whole Kingdoms, The Latines derive Bellume gg, us ws. 
2 Bellnis, becauſe it ſeems rather to be the deadly borum ſignifi- 
tewd and ditlention of beaſts than of men. Chriſt £4#7me- 


even in the midit of his Triumph could not forbear 
weeping , when he thought of the deſolations the 
{ſword ſhould make in Feruſalcm, Luke 19.41. And 
why? the texttels us v. 43- the dayes ſhall rome upore 
thee that thine enemies ſhall caſt a trench about thee, 
and compaſje thee round , and keep thee in on every 
fide. How unlikeare they to the ſpirit of Chriſt who 
triumph in the ſpoils of war, and make themſelves 
fat with the {laughter of Gods people. The thought 
of warts ſo terrible, as that it troubles God himſelf. 
his own arm that ſmites offends him, and the very 
ſtroke he gives makes himto ſigh, Ezek. 21.15. T have 
ſet the point of the ſword againſt all their gates, that 
their heart may faint, and theirruines be multiplied 
Ah, it is made bright, it is wrapt up for the ſlaughter. 
The very rumour of war is terrible, Mat. 24.6. how 
dreadfull then is the {2d experience of war it ſcit 
within our own Gates! If the noiſe afright us, how 
will the blow it ſelf amazeus ? It was a ſtrange fear 


that goileſt the Romans, that if they had ſeen a [ſmall 
rope 


becauſe it le{lens and decaies Cities, 2, wag 73 wombs —_— 
«4uty, becauſe it cuts off the heads of many as theſickle demetere. 


Phavvy. 


Plut. in vita 
. Marcell. 


- Lucan. 


Aug. de C.D. 
I1b, I 9, C. 7. 


Aug. de C.D, 
l. 4. Cc, 15, 


Grot. de jure 
bel. ac pac. |. 
2.C. 24. ſ.10. 


lian. Var. 
Hiſt. 1b. 14. 
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rope, or any little piece of wood hanging over the 
wall of the City of Syracuſe while Marcellas was be- 
ſieging It, they preſently imagined pH eviv Tive Kyo inn” 
auris Agxtuidr, Archimedes had invented ſome ſtrange 
Mathematical Inſtrument , ſome deſtructive Engine 
againſt them, and of the ſudden they turned their 
backs and fled. It were needleſle to recite the many 
calamities which war brings along with it. 0 wiſer 
qui bella gerunt! well may we cry out, who know 
the miſeries of war, Oh how ſad is their condition who 
are engaged in war! How near is that Kingdom 
to Ruine where the ſword prevails !* All evils 
ſpring from war, all calamities ariſe from hence, 
«&s vu!" ay Troldblle Tis mevlodueas , ſuch variety of all ſorts 
of miſchiefs as a man cannot think of, or imagine to 
bez even from a juſt war do many evils break 
forth, and the miſeries are great which attend 
war where a the cauſe is good. A good man ſees 
matter enough of grief in that war where he finds 
a neceſlity to fight. Bell: gerare malis videtur felici- 
tas, bonis neceſſetas + what ſeems an happincile to 
the wicked to undettake, proves a neceflity to good 
men; what the one does voluntarily, and with de- 
light, the other does with much reluCftancy and ſor- 
row. He that knowes the miſery of war will grieve 
when he is forced to go to fight. It was the ſaying of 
Maximns Tyrizs , Though the war be moſt juſt, 
dniordy eiThs 73 areſcator, yet the neceſiity of it is much to 
be lamented and pitied. It was the counſel of Phil;ſ- 
cs to Alexander, Strive to make thy ſelf great and 
glorious, «axe uh Foo auyds, but be not a plagueto thy 
Countrey, but as peace and health toitz hereby inti- 
mating, that the ſlaughter of people, and the deſola- 
tions of Cities are as a ſore and heavy plague. Tt isa 


dreadfull 


dreadfull employment even the ſhedding of blood, 
and be they never ſo meek and good that undertake 
the war, the war it ſelf muſt needsbe ſharp and ter- 
rible. 

Firſt, Behold here the ſad effect of ſin. We had never 
known war but for fin; it man had never ſinn'd he 
had never imbrew'd his hands in bloud ; from the ve- 
ry time that man firit began to ſin, the whole world 
was filled with bloud. The firſt Heir of the World 
prov'da man of bloud , and ſlew his brother. Eſau 
and Faceb fought in the womb, and out of the womb. 
If there be a neceſlity for war, we know what brought 
this neceſlity, even ſin. Our Saviour tels us from 
whence all miſchief ſprings , even from an evil and 
corrupt heart, Jſfaf. 15.19, A war within inthe heart 
hath brought forth a war without in the world. Sin 
firſt taught the trade of fighting, Jam. 4.1. It is finthat 
makes us ſuch ſtout Warriors. It is ambition which 
ſets us on to fight. T3 pinbTiaer dxbyy worneta* Ambition 15s 
the Whetſtone of all miſchief; this ſets an edge on 
the ſpirits of men, and foments and cheriſheth quar- 
rels, tumults and commotions in the world. It is 
covetouſneſs which drawes the ſword; it is the love 
of gold which provokes us to fight 5 we might live in 
peace but for thiscurſed Mammon that ſets Chriſtians 
together by the ears. It is pride which raiſeth ſtrife a- 


(15) | 


Gen. 25. 22; 


Bafil. Hom. 25. 


non adherend. 


rebus ſecul. 


mongChriſtians,0zly by pride cometh contention.Pride Prov. 13. 10. 


1s the Nurſe of Contention. As vapours which ariſe 


from the earth cauſe great tempeſts, ſofromPrideariſe 
greatquarrels and tumults. Prideis the only cauſe of 
all diflentions, ſchiſms, hereſieg, wars, commotions in 


the Chriſtian world. It is the complaint ofthe Father ,, q-raftor. 


There is one Sed in Africa , another Herefie in the in cap. 34. E- 


In 


Eaſt, one Schiſm in Eg pr, another in Meſopotamia - Xc5-10m9 
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in ſeveral places there are ſeveral diviſions and opi- 
nions, ſeveral contentions and troubles in all parts of 
the world, ſed ana mater ſuperbia omnes genuit - but 
all this had but one Mother that bred them,even Pride. 
W hat maſlacres and bloudy ſlaughters we have known 
in the world, they all came from ſin. Thouſands of 
millions have periſhed by the ſword : And if any 

2 Kings 10.9. man ask the queſtion with Jehxu, Who flew all theſe £ 
It is eaſily anſwered , even Sin. I wiſh we of.this 
Nation would reflect a little upon our ſelves and con- 
fider how deep we are 1n (in, that this hath made the 
{word to go through the land, and turned thisplea- 
ſant Iſland into a field of bloud ; and made it the 
ſeat and ſtage of war for many years together ; this, 

Exod. 14.25. eyen this would take .off our Chariot-wheels , and 
make us not to drive on ſo furiouſly in the waies of 
wickedneſſe, but live as becometh ſuch as have b=en 
in a miraculous manner delivered from the hurtfull 
ſword. This is that which will eſtabliſh peace within 
our gates, evenan holy fear of God, anda conſcien- 
tious obſervance of his Commandments ; this will 

r King. 4.25. make us to dwell in ſafety and freedom every man 
underhis own Vine, and under his own Fig-tree from 
one end of the land to the other all the dayes of our 
lives. This ſafety-and ſecurity hath God promiſed 
to give us upon this condition of obedience, Lewzt. 
26. 6. God forbid that after all this harrowing with 
the ſword we ſhould yet continue diſobedient and re- 
bellious, and lift up the heel againſt God that hath 
ſmitten us, to provoke him yet further to bring more 
and more evils upon us, and far worſe than the for- 
mer. We have ſeen the many miſeries of war, deſo- 
lations in Church and State. Prophanenels fet up 
where Religion was maintained, diflſolnteneſs and 

licentiouſneſs 


(17) 
licentiouſneſs crept in where good laws were in force, 
wickedneſs prevailing where piety was countenanc'd, 


Et tamen cervix noſtra non fleditur , as S, Hierom Eyiſt. 3. 


complains in the like caſe, and as yet ourſtiff neck is 
not bent and bowed down, as yet our hearts are not 
bumbled, we remain impenitent and obſtinate in our 
fins, as if we deſired to try the patience of God to 
the uttermoſt, and urg'd him to bring upon us greater 
deſolations than we haveyet ſeen, and to make us to 
feel the extremities of war, eveu the foreſt evils the 
ſword can poſlibly affright us with. Oh then let us 
proceed no further in fin, but make a ſudden ſtop in 
the waies of wickedneſs, that God may givea check 
and ſtop to his judgements, and command the ſword 
in the words of the Prophet, Put up thy ſelf into the 
Seabbard, reſt and be ſtill, Fer. 47.6. 

Oh that God would turn our hearts, and make us, 
of a ſ{tiff-necked, ſtubborn and contentious people, 
an holy Nation, meek, humble and peaceable Chri- 
ſtians, that God may be gracious unto our Land, look 
favourably upon the Remnant of his People, and pity 
his Toheritance, that we that have beheld the horrid 
face of War for the time paſt, may never behold the 
full effigies and pourtraCture of it, even all the parts 
and lineaments of it , all the exact pieces of cruelty 
and miſery that belong to ſo foul and ugly a Mon- 
ſter. Hg | 
In the ſecond place, to come a little cloſer to our 
own hearts, though we have all felt the ſharpneſs of 
the ſword, yet here's matter of praiſe and thankful- 
neſs for us of this City that remain alive at this day, 
that though the ſword hath reach'd our purſes, yet 
it hathnot come near our perſons 3 we have dwelt in 


ſafety, while others have been 4 red by the ſword; 
| we 


(18) 
we have enjoyed our freedom while others have been 
ſtraitly beſieged and impriſoned. Let us not ſo look | 
upon theſe ſad times of war, as that we forget to 
raiſe God for the dayes of peace which we have 
had in the dayes of war. It is God that hath given us 
eace while our brethren have wallowed intheir own 
loud : Let God have all the praiſe and glory of his 
own mercy , and let not us boaft of our own inno- 
cency and integrity , as if we had been more holy, 
more righteous, than any of our brethren that have 
fallen by the ſword. I muſt pronounce the ſame doom 
Luke 13.3. tO you which our Saviour did, 1te/ you nay: but ex- 
cept ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. Thetruch is, 
we are as deep in ſinas any part. of the Land beſides; 
but Cod hath magnified his mercy, as hedid to Lox, 
in faving of our lives, when others more worthy than 
our ſelves have- periſh'd by the (word. Let me put 
you in mind of the words of the Apoſtle behold there- 
kom. IT. 22- fore the goodnefs and ſeverity of God : on them which 
fel, ſeverity ; but towards thee goodneſs, if thou con- 
tine in his goodneſs: otherwiſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut 
off. Let me tell you, ye ofthis City havetaſted more 
cf Gods goodneſs, than thouſands of your Countrey- 
men throughout the whole Nation 3 therefore from 
all parts have the moſt diſtreſſed people of this King- 
dom fled to this City, as their only 4ſy/am and San- 
Qtuary, finding no harbour or relief but within your 
wals. You once indeed knew a black and diſmal 
morning, when the Gates of your City were broken 
up, and I confeſſe I never beheld a {adder face of 
things than at that preſent : but yet that cloud of 
darkneſſe vaniſh'd before night, and you that ſaw a 
morning of ſadneſſe beheld an evening of joy and 


comfort , and you that were affrighted and amazed 
| with 


Gen. 19.19, 
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(19) 
' with the horrid repreſentations of the day , were 
cheered and comforted with the joyfull apparitions 
of the night. Wherefore was all this ? but to make 
you the more eminent in your obedience, that wereſo 
eminently advanc'd in the favour of God. Look to 
it, allthis is toſtir up your thankfulneſfle the more to 
God, to quicken your Charity to the poor , and to 
oblige you the more with noble and free hearts to 
tender a Royal Preſent to your Prince, like Araunah, 
as ſo many Kings to giveunto the King, as being bleſt 
above others with ſo miraculous a ſalvation 3 other- 
wiſe the ſword of vengeance that hath paſſed over 
your heads ſhall reach you inthe end , and cut you 
off with one ſuddenſtroke, and this only favour you 
ſhall obtain, to be devoured laſt, and to be made 
the laſt fewel to this flame. Judge ye then what 
cauſe ye have to blefle God for the ſafety ye were 
encompaſſed with while the ſword did range through- 
out the whole Land ? Is it a ſmal mercy to us that we 
have ſlept in peace within our owndoors , and our 
Children with us , while many Families have been 
ſcattered here and there and driven from their habi- 
tations? Ts not this a mercy to us, that we and our 
Wives have eaten our own bread in love and peace 
together , and our children fitting round about our 
Table? Inthe Coin of Lucilla Auguſta there wasthe 
Effigies and Picureof a Nurſe ſtampt upon it, ſitting 
with three children cloſe by her, one of them ſucking 
in her lap, the other two playing at her feet, with this 
Inſcription $SECU ATTY: a fit Emblem of peace. 
This hath been the Nurſe that hath fed us; how ſe- 
curely have we hang'd upon her breaſts, & never been 
kkar'd ! This is the blefling of peace, when children 


2 Sam, 24.23, 


play mour ſtreets, and workmen fing in their —_ Zech. 8, 5. 
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And does all this ſeem as light 1n our eyes, as worthy 
of no return of thankfulnefs ? Is this nothing to us, 
that while others have felt theterrors of war, we have 
only heard the noiſe of it ; when they have ſcen the 
clattering of ſwords; the pranſings of Horſes, the re- 
port-only hath arriv'dat our ears? Like men ſecure 
1nour beds within our own houſes we have heard the 
ruſhings of mighty wiads, and yet the ſtorm hath not 
reach'd us. Is not this a mercy, that when war hath 
been without,peace hath been within our Wals 2 Oh 
let us be thankful for former mercies, and pray for 
the continuance of Gods bleſſing to us and our Chil- 
dren, that we that have beenbrought up ſo tenderly 
under the wing of Gods ſpecial favour , may never 
feel the ſharpneſs of the ſword, nor the keen edge of 
deſtruction that is ſet upon it, that all of us may find 
the ancient favours of God renewed unto us, and be- 
hold a joyful returnof the many fruits and comforts 


of peace re-eſtabliſhed in our gates, that we may 
ſerve God in the —_— of our hearts without 


fear and diſtraction, and when weare gathered toour 
Fathers in peace, may leave a quiet and peaceable 
world to our children, and they to their children from 
.generation to generation. | | 

We paſs on from the danger to the ſecond part of 
the Text, and that is the deliverance from it; in the 
which we obſerved two things. 1. The Perſon de- 
Iivering. 2. The manner of this deliverance, by his 
wiſdom. | | 

Firſt then of the Perſon delivering , A poor wiſe 
Man. Such an one by chance with much ado and 
ſearching was found in the City. And thus it is over 
all the World, here and there we may finde a good 
. man, but ſuch a jewel is not every where to be —_— 


(21) 


A good man is more precious than gold. 7/4. 13. 12. 


We complain that there isa great ſcarcity of gold in 
theſe dayes; but ſure I am there is a greater ſcarcity 
of good Chriſtians, In the Church of God we find 
many wicked ones, and few good. In Gods field 
many tares , little good corn 3 much. chaff, little 
good wheat; in Gods building many ſtones , few 
precious ſtones. Scarce a man to be found that does 
good 3 whole multitudes there are that run on in 
the way of wickedneſs, there is none that doth good, 
20 20t one, AsSit 1s in thenew Moon , there 1s a great 
deal of darkneſs about the body of it, but a little 
light : ſo in the Church of Gad, we find abundance 
of prophaneneſs and licentiouſneſs , but little true 
piety aud deyotion. TheDivel hath many ſervants 
to attend and waitupon him , but God can find but 
a few that will be ready to do him true and faithfull 
ſervice. ; 

Let us remember the charge. of God , Thou ſhalt 
0t follow a multitude to do evil. It is notſafe for us 
todo as the moſt do; andit is no plea for my fin that 
I have many companions to go along with mein my 
folly. We ſinno leſs, nay, more, when we follow 
a multitude, than when we go alone in ſin. The 
W orldpis miſtaken which counts thoſe the beſt things 
which the moſt men do; and a man does not think 
he does amiſs, when he ſees the like praftiſes in 0- 
thers beforehis eyes. Weheed not how often we ſin 
ſo we may ſin in company. It is dangerous to take 
our aim .from the practiſes of a multitude , and to 
ſhape our actions to the crooked paths which others 
walk in. It is a good Rule of the Apoſtle, Be zot 
conformed to this world > we muſt not faſhion our 
ſelves to the common garb of the times wherein we 

live. 


Few good 
men. 


Plal, 14.3. 


Exod.23. 2- 


Rom: 12. 2.. 


Jer. 6. 16. 
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live. If we take no other Rule of our ations, than 
what we ſee is the uſual practice of the World, we 
ſhall ſoon judge that to be the beſt which moſt men 
do, and cannot err as long as we keep the common 
Road, and conclude with our ſelves , ſurely this is 
the right way to Heaven, becauſe I ſee ſo many walk- 
ing in this way : Thus many reaſon within themſelves, 
Certainly, we make more of Deyotion, and the holy 
Duties of Piety than weneed, whenſo many knoyw- 
ing Atheiſts, and prophane perſons deſpiſe what we 
ſimple Chriſtians admire and cry up. For the Relj- 
gion we profeſs, we ſee it has no better account with 
the World, than S. Pax!'s had with the Jews, 4&s 
28. 22. we kxow, that every where it is ſpoken againſt z 
and ſhall we cleave to it , now ſo many diſown and 
rejeQtit 2 ſhall we come to Church when ſo many 
forſake it 2 ſhall we delight in the Ordinances of 
God, when ſo many diſpiſe them ? God knows a 
little Logick will ſerve to deſtroy our ſouls. Shall 
I think the worſe of the wayes of piety becauſe T meet 
with ſo few that approve of them 2 No doubt #1; 
worſhip'd God as truly in his ſolitarineſs, as if all Tſ- 
rael had joyn'd with him. Itisno diſcouragement to 
a good man, that many deſpiſe the courſe of life he 
runs in. It isno inducement to me to forſake&y Re- 
ligion, becauſe many do forſake it. I will cleave the 
cloſer to the truth becauſe others wander from it. 
In a general Apoſtacy from the Faith , in a general 
corruption of manners, it becomes good Chriſtians to 
remain ſteadfaſt and immovable , and keep cloſe to 
Chriſt and his Truth, though all men deſert both it 
and them. Let us contend for the old way, which 
the greater part {corn to walk inz and after that 
very way which miſguided ſpirits call Herefie and 
Super- 


Aa 
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Superſtition , ſo let us worſhip the God of our Fa- aas 24. 14. 
thers. Letus andour Children ſervethe Lord, though 
others refuſe to jJoyn with us in the ſervice of our 
God , and let us take up the reſolution of Joſoxa, 

As for me and my houſe wewill ſerve the Lord : though Joth. 24-15. 
others deſert the Truth, yet we will abide conſtant 
to it, 
Now we are to take a more ſpecial notice of the 
Perſon that reſcued the City, who it was, A poor wiſe 
man. For his outward ſtate and condition, a poor 
ar - for his inward ſtate and quality, « wiſe wax. 
His outſide mean, his infide glorious. Now if Tſhould 
put many of the world to their choice, whether they 
would be poor and good, or rich and wicked, they 
would rather part Wiſdom from Riches, than Riches 
from folly 3 and chuſe Riches with folly, rather than 
Wiſdom with poverty : But what the World would 
ſever I will joyn together, even Poverty and Wiſ- 
dom, and raiſe this one Concluſion. That poor men 
are oftentimes wiſe men. Poverty is not alwayes to dro ofa 


be deſpiſed , but rather honored when Wiſdom is... 
match'd with it. Rich men are not alwayes wiſe, ' 

nor poor men alwayes fools. Folly many times is 

cloathed in Purple, when Wiſdom is content vvith 

Rags. Wiſdom 1sa precious Jevvel vvhich is lock'd 

up inthe Cabinet of a poor mans breaſt: What a poor 

man vvants of the Worlds happineſs to make him 

great, he hatha large ſupply in the invvard endovv- as 
ments and perfections of the ſoul to make him good. ; 
The vileneſs of his outvvard condition makes him 
. not ſo contemptible in the World, as the excellency 

of his invvard graces and accompliſhments make him 

glorious and precious in the eyes of God and good 

men. What the men of the World have in ”_ 
abun- 


(24) 
abundance he needs it not,and what he abounds with 
is beyond what the World can have. Many times 
the waterofa little brook is purer than the water of 
a great River; ſo oftentimes the wiſdom of a poor 
man far exceeds the wiſdom of a rich man. The 
poor man 1s like the Vine that hath a dry rind and 
bark, but is full of pleaſant juice and liquor : his out- 
ward condition mean and contemptible, his heart full 
Ariſt. de par* of piety and goodneſs. The Naturaliſts write,that ſuch 
'» i m__—_ Creatures that are the moſt fearfull have the | — 
; hearts; as the Hare,the Hart,& the Aſs. Astheſtrength 
of Creatures is not according to the greatneſs of the 


heart; no more is the wiſdomof a-man tobevalued . 


according to the greatneſs of his fortune and eſtate. 
So much Tprizeand eſteemWiſdom as that I count a 
little City inhabited but by a few, and beſieged by a 
great King, as agreat and populous City , if it have 
but one poore wiſe Citizen in it. A little City is a 
great City, if one wiſe man befound init. How ho- 
nourable thenis this place? how great and glorious is 
thisCity where many wiſe men live, and bearRule in 
it? Here's ſtrength, here's Wealth, and if Wiſdom 
be found in you, what want ye to make yetruly No- 
ble and Honourable ? What the Apoſtle determines 
of Faith, Hope, and Charity, Now abideth Faith, Hope 
x Cor. 13.13, 472d Charity , theſe three, but the greateſt of theſe is 
Charity : the like I conclude of Strength, Wealth, 
and Wiſdom, : Now abideth Strength, Wealth, and 
Wiſdom, theſe three; but the greateſt of theſe is 
Wiſdom. - 
Let us not deſpiſe the counſel of poor wiſe men. 
He were not fit to bea General, that when need re- 
uires diſdains to follovy the advice of the meaneſt 
Wndter: It vvastheWildom of David to adheretothe 
counſel 


Greg. Thau- 
maturg. in loc. 


Fa 


(25) 


counſel of Abigail: nay, he thanks God that hefol-, g,q.25,33. 
lowed it. It was well for Naamaz that he followed kings 5.13- 
the counſel of his ſervants, otherwiſe he had beena 
Leper to his dying day. 1 
mean, if the counſel be good he gives us, we ought to 
reſt in it, and embraceit. 
becauſe Gideons ſoldiers carried it in earthen pit- 
chers? There may be a bright Lamp hid in an 
earthen-pot 3 and Wiſdom many times may conceal 


it ſelf in a ſordid and mean habit. 


Be the perſon never ſo 


W as the light the worſe, 


He 1s not a wile 


man that contemns the counſel of the wiſe, though 
he be by many degrees inferiour to him. He that 
does ſo, he does no vther than if a man ſhould count 
a ſword the worſe, becauſe it is wrapt up ina torne 
ſcabbard; or ſhould ſet the leſs value upon a jewel, 
becauſe he findes it in an old and rotten clout. Tt 
is the wiſdom of a man to weigh and conſider what 
is ſpoken to him, not what his friend isthat ſpeaksto 
himz and not eſteem of the counſel the more for the 
perſon that gives it , but for the matter of it, and 
heed more what the advice is, than who 1t 1s that 


tenders it. 


Good counſel is valued by a wiſe man, 


though the man that gives it be of little eſteem and 
A whole City had been loſt 


but for the Wiſedom of a poor man that was 


credit in the world. 


in It. 


We paſs on from the perſon delivering , to the 
means by which this deliverance was wrought, even 
by the Wiſedom of one poor wiſe man was the 
whole City delivered. Great things many times are 
effected by weak and contemptihle means; - wi tne, 
7.e. things that are ſo vile, as that they ſeem not to 
be. The great Goliah was lain by that young ſtrip- 


ling David: one that h 


E 


e diſdained to look upon, 


much 


Judges 7.16, 


I Cor.r,28, * 
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2. San.13.42- much more to encounter with him. How contemp- 


x Cor. 4. 13. 


ACtS 9 15. 


Wiſdom bet- 
ter chan 
ſtrength. 


Pal, 24. 8. 


2 S4N,20. 16, 


tible was the Apoſtle Pal in the eyes of men, and 
yct what a glorious inſtrument proved he for the con- 
verſion of the Gentiles ? . mebinus, the reſuſe of all 
things , and yet a cholen vellel of honour to bear 
the name of Chriſt before the Gentiles. This ſhould 
reach us not to look too much at the means, but 
have an eyeto the infinite power of God , who is 
able out of weak means to bring mighty things. to 
paſs, that the greater glory may redound to him- 
ſelf. But I inuſt haſten , and learn that part of 
Wiſedom , not too far to out-run my time. 

Obſerve The means the poor man uſed to ſave 
the City, was his Wiſedom, and without this, the 
whole City had been loſt and ruinated. Whether 
he preſerved the City by heavenly Wiſedom , and 
beſet heaven by his prayers , as the great King did 
begirt the City by his bulwarks , or by his earthly 
wiſedom and policy , I ſhall not now diſcuſs , but 
onely faſtenupon Solomon's conclution v.16.1Wiſdom 
# better than ſirength. The Wiledom of Fadeth far 
out-went the power of 0lofernes. Bethulia was a lit- 
tle City, and yet the mighty Commander could do 
nothing againſt it. God laughs at the pride of great 
men, that they might learn (if they were wiſe ) not 
to reſt in their own ſtrength. Gods able to bring to 
naught the greateſt power of men, that all the 
world may know, that it is the Wiſe God that is 
mighty in battail, that he gives victory and ſucceſs, 
It was the Wiſedom of a wiſe woman that ſaved the 
City of Abel from deſtruftion. Joxah by his Wiſe- 
dom ſaved the great City of Nizeveh ſrom ruine. 
Good men are neceſlary and profitable inſtruments 
to a Kingdom : Therefore it is that when God 

threatued 
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threatned an heavy judgement to the City of Jeru- 
ſalem , he told the people he would take away the 
prudent from it : The Wiſedom and Piety of a few, If. 3. r, 2. 
far outgoes the ſtrength of a multitude : Afulto plus 
valet nuns ſand us orando, qugm peccatores innumert Orig. in Numt, 
praliando, One praying Saint can do far more, than hom.{2s. 
many fighting ſinners. The hands of wicked men 
are nothing ſo ſtrong, asthe tongues of good Chri- 
ſtians. It was a true ſaying of Pxripides , "Ev a#dy ppp. 1. 1, 
Bindun mis mnads xfizgs mine, One wile head overcomes #ift. | 
many hands. Wiſdom is above ſtrength, and the ſtur- 
dy hand can do nothing where the vigour of the 
brain is awanting. The Pilot turns the ſhip not by 
force, but by ikill. cax3 A drewdar® agewy* fooliſh force Oppian. de 
is vainz mole ruit ſua , it is cruſh'd with its own Zea = 
weight and greatneſs. So true is that of Solomon, 
Where no counſel is ,the people fall: but in the mnlti» prov,11.14; 
tude of Counſellors there is ſafety. Berobh 1iognets, 72 
multitudine conſiliarii 3 as if one wiſe man were in- 
ſtead of a whole multitude; one prudent man equal, 
nay better, and more to be valued, than many mighty 
and ſtrong men. Whoknowes not, that a little fire 
is better than a great ſmoak? even ſo, a little wiſ- 
dom is more to be acconnted of, than great ſtrength. 
1. Let this teach us not tobe too confident in our own 
ſtrength. God told Zernbbagel, he ſhould never perfedt 
his work,it he pi” v9 in his own ſtrength : Not by might 
2or by power, but by my Spirit, ſuiththe Lori of Hoſts. 
As ifhe had ſaid, If ——_ eos fail, it hg kr —— 
be the wiſdom of my Spirit that muſt finiſh the work; 
Fhe greateſt ſhip is not always the belt for fervice 3 
neither is power and ſtrength of any great uſe with- 
out wiſdom. In the torecited place, Prov. 1.14. the 
Seventy render the words, Tim #ary eta, they fall 
3 leaves. 


Matt, IoI1, 


Eccleſ. 4-13. 
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like leaves , to note unto us that ſtrength decayes 
and fades like a leaf, without wiſdom. | 

2, Above all, let us labour for the true wiſdom, 
that we may be truly wiſe for the beſt things 3 not 
{eek to begreat and powerfull in the World; but to 
be greatin the favour of God , to be able to prevail 
with God, by the ſtrength of Faith and Prayer. Letus 
ſtrive to be wiſe for Heaven, to gain an intereſt in 
Gods Kingdom, and then we are wiſe enough , and 
great enough. I may ſay of the truly wiſe Chriſtians 
that belong to Chriſts Kingdom , as Chriſt ſpake, 
he that is leaſt in the Kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he : he that is the leaſt in the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, the meaneſt Saint there is greater than the grea- 
teſt Potentate, the moſt puiſlant Prince here on 
earth. 

Letus ſtrive to attain totrue wiſdom, to have the 
fear of God fixt in our hearts, and this will advan- 
tage us more in the end, than the gain of the whole 
World. The higheſt condition of worldly happineſs 
and greatneſs is not to be compared with grace and 
piety in the meaneſt Chriſtian. A poor man that is 
rich in grace, is to be preferred before a rich man 
that abounds in wealth, and is void of piety. Solomor 
hath made this compariſon long ſince 5 Better is 4 
poor aud wiſe chila, than an old and fooliſh King. The 
Preacher here compares the moiſt eminent degree 
with the meaneſt condition, a King on his Throne, 


_ and a poor man on the dunghill ; and concludes, that 


all the glory of a wicked King can never make him ſo 
happy, as the piety of a poor man makes him bleſſed 
in the midſt of his wants. It is wiſdom and piety 
that makes Chriſtians highly honoured in the eyes of 
God and good men. Where goodneſs and greatneſs 
meet, 


_ (29) 
meet, "there we find a perſon truly Honourable and 
Noble. 

Let us aim then at true wiſdom, which may fave 
ourſouls. Let us mind that wiſdom which is from a- 
bove, not that carnal wiſdom which is from below. 
T he Sun the nearer iv1s to the earth, the leſ{e power 
it hath ; and Wiſdom the nearer it drawes to the 
earth the weaker it is. Ourown vain fancy and ima- 
gination deceives us, while we are wile for the 
World. As it was with the Moabites, the ſhiningof 


the Sun upon the waters, made them believe. it was 2 Kings 3.23, 


bloud 3 ſo the reflexionof the faney upon the under- 23 
ſtanding cozens and abuſeth us,and makes us to take 
evil for good, ro embrece darkneſs for light, and to 
deſire earth for heaven, If we deſire true wiſdom, 
which may bring us to heaven, let us live well, 
labour to get good conſciences, and this will be our 
wiſdom in the ſight of God and men. Correlizs was 
the beſt Soldier becauſe he feared God, AFG. 10. 2. 
Agood Soldier 3 a good Chriſtian, therefore was he 
a good Soldier, becauſe he was a good Chriſtian. A 
good conſcience is like the bloud, which. in any fright 
or trouble runs to the heart to cheer and comfort it. 
Though your hands were died red with the bloud of 


'your enemies 3 yet this, and only thisis your joy and 


comfort, that ye fight in a good Cauſe, and die with 
white and innocent Conſciences: He that fights in 
a bad cauſe dies with a black conſcience. A good 
ſoul in a valiant Souldier is like the Engliſh banner 
ofa Red croſs in afield Argent. Sucha wiſe man as 
this ſhall be more accounted of, than many difſo- 
lute multitudes.. It is the wiſdom and piety of good 
men that preſerves a City, not power and ſtrength 3 
therefore we may ſafely conclude, Wiſdom is m— 

F499 
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than ſtrength: and one wiſe, devout, holy, good man 
will do his Countrey more ſervice, than a multitude 
of looſe prophane, and ſcandalous Livers. 

We come now to the third and laſt branch of this 
Text, and that is the Conſequent of this Deliverance; 
what return was made for this fis great ſervice. No 
man remembred. We might now expect to hear of 
ſome golden Crown, ſome precious Diadem of glory 
ſet upon his head; or that he ſhould be carried 
through the City ina Chariot of State and Triumphz 
or that at leaſt his Name ſhould have been regiſtred 
in the Chronicles of the City., never to be forgotten. 
But what ſayes the Text ? Ns #2an, no, not one, yre- 
membred that ſame poor man. None of all the Magi- 
ſtrates, none of all the common people, that remem- 
bred this good man. 

Happily they might takeno notice of this one wiſe 
man before the deliverance , as being 1gnorant that 
there was ſuch amaninthe City. Forthere are many 
good men which live retir'd, whoſe worth and piety 
the World knows not how to value. But notro take 
knowledge of him after the deliveranee, when they 
ſaw what he had done for them, this 1s a crime that 

Unthankful- Cannot be blotted out. And now we fee all the re- 
neſs in the ward the World gives to thoſe that deſerve beſt, e- 
RY me ven to beſtow no reward upon them. The World 
is uſually unthankfull to worthy men, to good 
Chriſtians. Joſeph was ſoon forgotten in Egypt, There 
Exod. 1.8. aroſe up anew King over Egypt which knew not Joſeph. 
z.e. he did not remember what Joſeph had done for 
the Land of Egypt, how he had ſaved the Egyptians 
Prid. Ifthm. out of the jawes of Famine. TNaawa 8 ivdr gelers* Old 
OT favours ſleep, and are ſoon forgotten. It argued a 


ſtrange unthankfulneſs in Saxl to David, when ut 
the 


(31) 
| the great victory he obtained over the Philiſtine, he 
aſk'd him, whoſe ſor art thou,thou young mane No doubt i 5am. 17.58, 
Saul knew Davidand his Father Fee well enough z for 
when the evil ſpirit was upon him, David was ready 
at hand with his Harp to chaſe it away, 1 $4.16.23. 
And when he ſent for Davzd to fight againſt the Go- 
liah, Tov» axgxuxty invivoy mv(0v, that fleſhly Towre, as the Chry/. in Gen. 
Father cals him, he writes to his Father, 1 $42.16. 19, 2129-99-46 
Send me David thy ſon whieh is with the ſheep. He knew 
David, but he knew not how to be thankfull to Da- 
vid, It isthe lot of holy men that they deſerve well 
of the World, but receive little encouragement and 
reward from it. 
The Apoſtle ſpeaks of the holy Martyrs and Saints 
that the world was not worthy of them , becauſe It yeb. 1x. 38. 
does ſo il] reward them that are good : Holy men are 
too good to live in an nackontind age. The un- 
thankful world treats thoſe ill, that have been ulſe- 
ful members in the places where they lived ; it for- 
gets all the good they have done , and flights the 
labours they have undergone for a publick good and 
benefit. A good Chriſtian ſpends himſelf for. the 
good of others , and all that he does is little valued. 
It was the il] hap of the good Apoſtle, And 7 will 
very gladly ſpend and be ſpent for you , though the 2 Cor. 12.15, 
more abundantly T love you, the lefs I be loved. Tt 
was the hard lot of David , but he took a right 
courſe for the quieting of his ſpirit, and fled to his 
prayers to lighten the burden of his grief , For my 
love they are my adverſaries : but I give my ſelf pil, rog. 4. 
unto prayer. There is many a good man that 1s 11l 
requited for all the good ſervice he hath done; and 
were it not for the comfort he findes in his prayers , 
and the inward contentment he takes in the y__ 
&» [0] 


Luther in 
Gen.,16.4. 


_ 1 Sam.17.49. 
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of a good conſcience, he would be to ſeek for any 
relief and joy from the world. 

Nothing more common than the ungrateful returns 
which unworthy Chriſtians make to thoſe that de- 
ſerve beſt from them. He that deſires to ſee thank- 
ful men , lethim ſeek another world, where onely 
thankful men abide. As God is God, Z. e. bountt1- 
ful, good, and merciful ; Sic mundys eſt mundus, 0 
the world is the world, ( according tothe blunt, but - 
true expreſſion of Lwxther ) 7. e. unthankful, wicked 
and Gnful : ſuch as the world ſhould honour moſt, it 
caſts the greateſt contempt upon them:none fare worſe 
than ſuch as deſerve beſt. An example of all unthank- 
fulneſs we finde in the Text; though all the fortunes, 
all the wealth and glory of this City lay at the ſtake, 
and were now as it were in the hands of this one poor 


man, as once the victory of all Iſrael reſided and reſt- 


ed in the {ling of David. yet thoſe unthankfnl Citi- 
Zens did not remember him. and their unthankfulneſs 
is upon record in Scripture, and the Spirit of God is 
pleaſed to give this honourable teſtimony of this 
poor wiſe man, and tocall him, A#h haiſh, hamis- 
ken, hahu , The man, that man , that poor man, 
that ſame poor man. Thus ſhall it be done to the man 

whom God delights to honour, and man deſpiſeth. 
Let not this foule ſtain of unthankfulneſs cleave 
to any of us ; let us, where ever we owe this debt of 
thankfulneſs, pay it withcheerfulneſs. And we owe 
it to none more than to the Annointed of the Lord. 
He was once little in our eyes, now God hath made 
him great and glorious in the fight of all his people, 
therefore let us pay all homage and obeiſance to him, 
and honour himas our King , as the Reſtorer of our 
peace and liberty. Thelſraclites return Gideop _ 
Or 


(33) 


forthe Vidory he had gotten over their enemies, and 
thought themſelves tied inall gratitude to chuſe him 
their Ruler, who had freed them from being {laves, 
Then the men of Iſrael ſaid unto Gideon , Rule thou 
over as, both thou, and thy ſon, and thy ſons ſon juqge, 8, 22, 
alſo : for thou haſt delivered us from the hand of 
Midian. The like let us ſay with thankful hearts , 
Rule thou over us, Thou, and thy Son, and thy Sons 
Sen , thou Beloved of God. Wehaveno King but 
Ceſar, thou haſt redeem'd thy people from bondage 
and ſlavery, therefore do thou reign over us, and thy 
Secd after thee forever. 
And let us likewiſe honour all thoſe whom God un- 
der him hath made the glorious Inſtruments of our 
peace and happineſs. It 1s diſhonorable to beſtow a 
favour upon another proudly, but it js more ſhame- 
full to receive a favour proudly, and be unthankfull 
for it. It is the height of Ingratitude to forget, and to 
diſcourage thoſe that are profitable members in 
Church and State. We pull down ruine upon our 
ſelves, by ruining of thoſp that bear up the Pillars of 
our Jeruſalem. The Godly are thoſe that ſupport a 
whole Kingdom. Elias was accounted as the {ſtrength 
of all Iſrael , the Chariot of Iſrael and the Horſemen 2 Kings ». 12: 
thereaf. Such as deſerve well of us muſt not be for- 
Zotten, The Scripture ſets a mark upon the unthank- | 
tull Butler , Yet did not the chief Butler remember Gen, qo, 23. 
Joſeph, but forgot him. It is a ſacred Pleonaſme. A 
bs turn is ſeldom remembred , often forgotten. 
We are ſaid to forget the favour of a friend, not that 
we donot remember the good that he hath done for 
us; but that we do not endeavour to requite it. 
Many that are joyn'd together in their defires of a 
Mercy, are parted in their _ kfulneſs. Thus was 
it 


(34) 
it with the ten Lepers: the ſenſeof a common miſery 
had gathered them together, and they all put up one 
and the ſame requeſt to Chriſt , Jeſs Maſter, have 
Euke 17. 13. #ercy 02 #55 but in theirthankfulneſs they were part- 
ed, and but one returned to give glory toGod,v.15. 
Ie is probable the whole Ciry was earneſt with 
this poor Wiſe man to do his belt to relieve them in 
their extremity 3 but when their own parts were to 
be ated, and ſomething to be done by way of recom- 
pence of ſo worthy a fact,then they all flew back,and 
forgot him that was ſo mindeful of their ſafety. 


Nothing is ſo ſoon forgotten, as a good turn. Ari- 
"74 yo ftotle being aſked , What did ſoon grow old, and 
Ariſt. die ? anſwered , xt#us, The favour that is ſhown to a 

friend: all is loſt which 1s caſt into an unthankful 
breaſt. An unthankful man, faith the Greek Epigram- 
matiſt , is like a veſſel bor'd with holes, who as faſt 

as he receives thy favours, does let them run out a- 
Tenar@-* eispainas water out of a Steve: We remember inju- 
er aa ries, but we forget courteſiesz and aſleight wrong is 
efſes; &; x«- faſter rooted in our memories, than the greateſt bene- 
voy 82445. fit, Let us practiſe t he contrary leſion 3 and learn 
Puctar #7 to forget injuries, aud remember favours; let us 


tholog.Gr.l. : , A 
c.30-Epigr.4. thankfully receive the one, and heartily forgive the 


other. 
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2. Though the World prove unthankful, yet let 
not us be difcouraged in doing all the good we can; 
but as we have opportunity, let us be ready to ſerve 
our own Generation, and delire to go out of the 
world doing good. A man will do but little good, 
if he will do no more than he looks to be well recom- 


penced for. Perdere beneficinum debet, qui preſtare 
| in 


(35) 
beneficinm oult , A Chriſtian muſt make account to 
loſe the thanks of doing good , that is deſirous to 
do good : It muſt not repent us of the good we do, 
though we have little encouragement in the doing 
of it : Our labouxs are not the leſs in God's accep- 
tance, becauſe the World does not value them: 
Let not the unthankfulneſs of men make thee grieve 
that thou haſt done good to others, or to wiſh, 


Vellem non feciſſe , T wiſh I had never done it. Be- Sen. de benef. 
neficii tui etiam infelicitas placeat , Let even the 7. £26. 


unhappineſs of the good thou haſt done pleaſe thee, 
and be not grieved that the favour thou didſt was 
ſo ill placed , and no better ſucceſs came of it. Let 
not the bad uſage of the World, make us to forget 
our duty either to God or man : let us be like Com- 
paſſes, there to ſtand, where they are ſet ; there to 
abide, where God hath fixed us 3 and keep cloſe to 
the waies of Piety, and continue ſtedfaft in doing 
of good , maugre all the diſcouragements we meet 
with inthe World, If unthankful Chriſtians requite 
thee evil for good, do thou return good for evil 3 
and remember the words of David , Pſalm 109. 28. 
Let them curſe, but bleſs thon : We know how Da- 
vid behaved himſelf , when Shimei did ſpit out the 
venome of his malice in the face of his Soveraign : 
His rage was ſuch, as that tongue and hand was lit- 
tle enough to ſhow it , 2 Sam. 16.13. He caſt ſtones 
at him, when he could not reach him ; nay , thathe 
might have his fill of revenge , when he could fhinde 
no ſtones , he did fling duſt at him ; but David bore 
all this , with an undaunted courage, and referd the 

juſtneſs of his cauſeto God, v.12. 
Let us not be diſcouraged in the evil day 3 and. 
though we receive hard meaſure from the world, 
F 2 yet 
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yet as David did, when the people ſpake of ftoning 
him , let us exconrage our ſelves in the Lord our God, 
and rather truſt God to be our paymaſter, than man: 
let us comfort our ſelves with this, that the Lord 
will not forget our work and labour of love , but 
crown all our hearty endeavours, all our good ſer- 
vices witha bleſſing here, aud reward them with a 
Crown of life hereafter; that when theſe daies of 
grief and ſorrow are at an end , every one of us ha- 
ving ſerved the Lord our God in the integrity of our 
hearts, in our ſeveral Generations, may cloſe our 
eyes in the peace and joy of a good Conſcience, and 
die with this aſſurance and comfort in the words of 
the Prophet Tſaz, 49. 4. Surely my judgement is 
with the Lord , and my work with my God. 


And now we have viewed the contrariety of the 
Text , inrefpec of the words themſelves, let us ſee 
what contrariety there is in the words, in reſpect of 
the occaſion; and draw the lines which are ſo far a- 
ſunder, to meet in one Point and Center in the 
cloſe. 

Here's a great City, a populous City, many men 
n it 3 a City full of men, and as full of fin as men;, 
nay, a thouſand ſins to one man. In this City we 
have no preparations for War, all peace within the 
gates thereof: A great King, a King as good as great; 
not laying ſiege to this City, but entring it in tri- 
umph, in glory and peace, and all the inhabitants 
ſhouting for joy : aglorious King, made glorious by 
his ſufferingsz a famous Conquerour, who boaſtsnot 
with Ceſar , Yeni, vids, vict, but with Charles the 
fifth , he takes the two firſt words tc himſelf, and 
changeth the laſt, YVernz, vid, Dexs vicit, 1 ng 6 I 
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lookt on, but God overcame forme. If God fight 
for us, he draws no blood from us 5 he gave us a 
King, and no doubt in love, becauſenot one drop of 
blood was fſpilt for his ranſom. May God ever fight 
for us, and we ſhall never know what 1t is to ſpill the 
blood of Chriſtians : He comes in like God's Con- 
querour ſent from heaven, not conquering by force, 
but by love prevailing by Wiſdom, not by ſtrengths, 
by the means of one man, poor, I cannot ſay, in re- 
ſpect of the world, but contemptible in the eyes of 
men, as to ſogreat an achievement. But can we count 
that inſtrument deſpicable, whom the Lord of hoſts 
hath made victorious and ſucceſsful. Ride on pro- 
ſperouſly, thou valiant man ; nay more, thou Wiſe 
man, in thy glory, and in thy greatneſs: God hath 
made thee great asto men, deſervedly, as to himſelf, 
by grace and favour; who was pleaſed to ſingle thee 
out to make theea ſecond FoſMhua to his people. As 

God hath given you honour, ſo give you grace; and 
give you no more honour, than he gives you wiſe- 


dom and humility to bear it ; and let his Banner o- Cant. 4.2: 


veryou be love, and like another Zerubbabel, make 
this the Inſcription on your Coat of Arms, Not by 


might nor by power, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord tech. 4. 6. 


of hoſts; and take along with you the Preachers 
wiſh, May you have the contrary fate to this poor 
wiſe man in the Text, even ever to be remembred 
with honour inthis great Metropolis. 


And now let me but this once ſound my hoarſe 
Trumpet in your ears, and give you a ſeaſonableA- 
larm,not toWar (you have had enough of that.) Fight 
no more but the good fight of Faith, fight no more 
butin a good Cauſe,andbe ſure you make your Sove- 
raign 
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raign, the Ceneral of the field. Now TIfſound anho- 
nourable retreat, To your texts , O Iſrael, to your 


__— O Citizens; live now in peace and proſper, 
an 


be ye happy in the favour of your God, and in 
the affection be fr King. I adjure you by the moſt 
ſwaſive and obliging compellations I can uſe, my Be- 
loved in one common Saviour, love one another, as 
the Redeemed of Chriſt: My brethren , live as bre- 
thren, and let the name of brother be like El;iſha's 
falt, to heal the bitter waters of maliceand conten- 
tion. | | 

My fellow-Citizens, live as the free Denizens of 
the heavenly Jeruſalem 3 let your converſation 
be in heaven : carry your ſelves as the Citizens of 
that holy City which is above z and you that wait for 
heaven, live as the Candidates of heaven, 


My fellow Soldiers, as being engaged in one com- 


mon war-fare, againſt the World, theFleſh, and the 
Devil, take unto you the whole armouriot righte- 
ouſneſs on the right hand, and on the left, 2 Cor.6.7. 
Te ima T6 Nas x aa, thearms of the right hand,by 
which ye may fight againſt the ſinful delights and 
vanities of the world 3 and the arms of the left hand, 
wherewith ye may patiently , and comfortably en- 
dure the many ſorrows of the world : In the right 
hand carry a Spear, in theleft hand a Shield; in pro- 
ſperity uſe a Spear to wound the enemy, in adver- 
fity a Shield to guard and defend your ſelves. 


2. I would to God I knew with what cords of af- 
fection to binde you faſt in obedience to your God, 
& inlove to your ſelves. Look upon your preſent hap- 


pineſs, and prize it; weighit with your late troubles, 
and 
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and ſee, and know , and remember what the Lord 
hath done for you, We now enjoy reſt and quiet- 
neſs throughout the whole land : we now live , and 
there is no man to make us afraid ,'and we have no 
enemy to moleſt us but our own ſhadows; I mean 
our own fears and jealouſies , which harbour 1n our 
own boſoms, Foris pax, intws hoſtis , We enjo 
peace from without, the enemy 1s within that diſ- 
quiets us. 

All that I can ſay , is this , Let us ſeek on all 
ſides to avoid thoſe Rocks, on which we have 
been ſplit. Do we not all know what hath ruined 
us, and ſhall we wilfully run into the ſame road 
which leads to utter deſtruction, and not ſeek to 
eſcape thoſe precipices and dangers, which if not 
timely prevented, will unavoidably come upon us? 
We are all intereſted in one common deliverance 3 
and let this excite us not to engage in new quarrels, 
but toa grateful acknowledgement of God's good- 
neſs3 and let the great wonders God hath done for 
us, be had in everlaſting remembrance. And if ſome 
. miſapprehenfions ariſe in our hearts, for ſhame let 
them not prevail ſo far over us, as to ſwallow up all 
our thankfulneſs. The Mercies of God are great, 
and we muſt not dare by our own fears to lefſen 
them. Oh, magnifie the goodneſs of God as much 
as ye are able 3 and do not provoke the Juſtice of 
God the ſecond time by an unthankful and unſea- 
{onable diminution of his favour: What know we 
but our happineſs will ariſe unto its full «*w and 
conſummation , if by our murmurings and repl- 
nings, we do not forfeit and loſe what we have 
gotten? Now God hath fought for us , and we 


have ſtood ſtill and ſeen the ſalvation of our _ 
et 
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let us not ariſe and fight againſt our ſelves. We 
are ſirong under the Protection of the Almighty ; let 
us not weaken our ſelves by our own diſcontenrs, 
and diviſions : This were to deſpiſe our own Mercy, 
and in theend, quite to forſake it. Oh, look back 
upon the ſad commotions and diſtractions of the late 
times , and bleſs God for that ſweet calm which he 
hath made in the midſt of us; who by his power 
and goodnels, hath ſtjll'd the raging of the Sea, and 
the madneſs of the people. We have ſeen all things 
out of order 3 now let us begge of the God of Or- 
der , the God of Love, and Peace, that he would 
command and quiet the ſpirits of all men, and re- 
duce them to a right frame, and Chriſtian-like com- 
poſure of minde in all debates and differences what- 
ſoever ; that now enjoying the ſubſtance, we may 
not quarrel about the ſhadow 3 and having the 
Power of Godlineſs, we may not: too much look at 
the Form of Godlineſs;z and contend ſo long for the 
Sxperficies, as to endanger and looſen the Fornnda- 
t:0z 1t ſelf 5 that nothing may be awanting to make 
up a perfect harmony and union in this Churchand 
Nation ; that this I{land may once more obtain its 
ancient name of Albiox Felix Britannia, The happy 
Iſland of Britaiz.z in the which we may be bleſt 
with a glorious Church, and a flouriſhing Kingdom; 
renowned and famous at home and abroad, not only 
for Wealth, Honour, and Greatneſs, but for Piety, 
and the true fear of the Lord. This is the end, I 
hope, of our rejoycing this day; this is the hearty 
vote of all good Chriſtians, that wiſh well to Sion 3 
and this, I truſt, will be the bleſſing of our God up- 
on this daies ſolemnity,. And now the God of 
Love and Peace be with you, and watch over Fw 
or 
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for good all your dajes. Ye ſerve a good God, 
walk humbly with your God : be not high minded, 
but fear : have an eye to your wales, that your peace 
- and tranquility may not become a ſnare unto you : 
glory not in your abundance, in the multitude of 
your people, in the ſtrength of your arms, but glo- 
ry in the Lord your God ; let him be your fear, let 
him be your dread 3 delight in his Courts, maintain 
his Worſhip, frequent his Ordinances; be upright in 
all your wates, juſt in all your dealings ; be Sober, 
W iſe, and deſcreet in all your affairs; do Worthily 
in this your Bethlehem , that ye may be belov'd at 
home within your ſelves, and honour'd abroad in 
the eyes of ſtrangers. Seek the glory and honour of 
your City z Fear God , Honour the King , that 
ye may live in Peace, and die with Glory ;z and af- 
ter all theſe Changes and Revolutions, ſee no more 
Changes, till ye change Earth for Heaven , the ſar- 
rows of this life, for the everlaſting joys of a better 


life. 


